ounbr—__ or a ee Ser aw oO 


PRION Bo EW. WNT Ove 
-. Xx) FR TT mr Te 


% 


bs, 
es} 


F 


Aggdover Newton? 


MAN 


| 
1 
t 
is 


! 


” 


5, 
.” 
Po, State ire 


= 


LIVERED 
1790; 
Bosr om 
and SON, 


p» 
4 


iputourst 


#& 


ED STILL 


ES 


UE 


THE Figzsr BaPT 


P 
A 


- 


i 

fad 

y 

[" 

i” 

tal 

4 Q 

W [z] 

: j 
a - 


rint 


PasTOR -OFf 


= 
- 
- 
- 


APOSTO 
By /'S 


© 


Sud nb KOEPROKUESS | : 


FEAR, 1. 2. 


THE WORLD | BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, 
LT PLEASED GOD -BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF 
[ PREACHING TO: SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE.” 


HE beſt method, in my judgment, of 


determining with accuracy, how far the 


Greece and Rome at the periods when they were 
moſt celebrated for learning and refinement. - 


j | of their ſentiments and practices were ſhocking | 
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light of nature 1s ſufficient to lead man- 

kind to the kiowledoc of the true GODand ?:.*: 
their duty to hian, is,  to.attend to the-condition jp = 
of the Heathen world * Not of the moſt barba= + 
rous and ignorant, but of the inhabitants of Fo 


Even then they Were groſs 1dolators ; and many -| 
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to decency and common ſenſe. F Whence it 
appears, that with all their wiſdom and learning, 
they quite miſtook the nature of God and reli- 
gion : hence divine revelation became abſolutely 
neceſſary. © For after that in the wiſdom of 
G64 the world by wiſdom Knew not God” — 
The meaning is, That altho' the inviſible things 
of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly 


+ The ſports of the gladiators, unnatural luſts, the 
licentiouſneſs of divorce, the expoſing of infants and 
ſlaves, the procuring abortions, the public eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſtews ; all ſubſiſted at Rome, and not one of 

_ them Wascondemined, or hinted at in Tully's offices, 

The moſt indecent revelling, drunkenneſs, and lewd« 
neſs were practiſed at the feaſts of Bacchus, Ceres, 
and Cybelez and their greateſt philoſophers never 
remonitrated againlE 3 it. 


« The Heathen ehilotopiers, though: they have 
advanced fine ſayings and ſublime” precepts, in ſome 
points of morality, have groſsly failed in others: ſach 
as the toleration or encouragement of revenge, ſlavery, 
unnatural luſt, fornication, ſaicide, &c.— For exam - 
ple : Plato expreſly allowed of exceſſive drinking at 
the feſtivals of Bacchus, — Maximus - tows mk”, 
wt 2 '&E, 


4 
«© Ariſtotle 
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be 7.1 
Clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things thay - - | 
are made, even his eternal power and God-head, * 
the world knew him not ; but became vain in : 


their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart . was- 
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darkened. Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe,” ; 
4 they became! fools, and changed the glory of the, ” 
| ; uncorruptible God into an image made like to” : 


corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed: ” 
beaſts, and creeping things.” [Rom. i. 2023; k 


7s 

> Fs 
ok 
& * # 


8 4 my 
8 "> b 
: > 
” S . 
> 
bo * 
. . 
'S ? - 
"Sz 
4 ” 
* 4 - 
[3 
L- 4 . 
* 
- 


* Ariſtotle and Plato both dire& that means ſhould, 
be uſed to preyent weak children being brought up.—; P 
Cats commends a_ young man_ for frequenting the... 1H | 
ſtews.—Cicero expreſily ſpeaks of fornication as a. BY : 
thing never found fault with —P/ato recommends ws es 
community of women, and adviſes that ſoldiers houldy, * p. 
not be reſtrained from ſenſual indalgenec, even the!: 190 
moſt unnatural ſpecies of it. — Xezophon relates, with 
3 i& / out any marks'of reprobation, that natural Inſt was: ['e. \ 
encouraged by the laws of ſeveral Grecian ſtates. —/ hes 
Solon, their great law: giver forbad it only ro ſlaves. — ky 'q 
Diogenes incull ed, ani openly practiſed the molt ©: 


brutal luſt ,-Z FE0 and Cato both killed themſelves.” Ep 


[Biſhop of CazListe's reflections on the vg 
life/and character of Chriſt, —Appendix.] ; Fr 


Sf 

IT has been the method of the infinite God, 
both before and ſince the fall, to leave mankind 1 
to act out their own characters, and not to inter= | 
poſe until the neceſſity of his interpoſition be- F 
caine evident, Thus it was _ in the caſe of our. 
firit -parents.: he could have. prevented. their 
apoſtacy, but.did not. After they had; finned, 


and were diſtrefſed with - conſcious guilt, he 
revealed to them Jeſus Chriſt under the idea of | 
the ſeed of the woman. And when the world 
was overſpread with. ſin and ignorance, and by ; 
wiſdom knew him not, having. had the faireſt 

) trial; he was pleaſed, by- the fooliſhneſs. of 1 
_ preaching to fave them that believe, Let us 


EF. Accouxt for Paul's uſe of this expreſſrgn, 


the fooliſhneſs of preaching. | 


IT. AsetrTaiN what Kind of preaching he” ( 
had in view. 


TH. Prove. that God hath been pleaſed to 
put the -molt diſtinguiſhed. honor on it; by y 
King it the mcans of ſaving them that believe. 


IL. Ou£ firſt inquiry-is, Why does:theApoſtle 
ule the expreſſion, foolifonz/s of preaching * 


Ws 
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We arc confident, my brethren, he ahh not 
ſpeak in his own, but in borrowed language. ths 
muſt have been a fool indeed, to have eng: Kt 

4 8. in a ſervice which he knew would reproach H He 

own underſtanding. Rather he has reſpe&' is 

the common opinion of the Greeks, who ate 

ſaid to ſeek \after wiſdom ; raeaning the wiſ IF 

of this world. & We preachChriſt crucified, ſary. | 

this apoſtle, |to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, ant * 

to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto'themr whos. F. 

\ are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chrift the, 

| | power of God, and the wiſdom of God.” [Verſts ſein 

23, 24-]—-This ſingle paſſage accounts fie | 
Paul's uſe of the expreſſion. The preaching of 
Chriſt crucified was fooliſhneſs to the lexrrigh, | 

| and cre Greeks. | | NE! J 


| II. Ws Ef to conſider what kind of preichs” 
ing.Iit was, the apoſtle had reſpect to. 'Y 


"'# 


Tarr are certain ſentiments that the world: 


can hear with| patience and approbation : there, 
are others to | which the hearts of natural men” 
riſc in oppoſition, ; - : 
Js Fzw:: £8 
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1, Few, if any, object to moral ſubjeFs, becauſe 
it is a juſt and general opinion, That all men 
ought to do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God, Neither Jews norGreeks would take 
offence at this kind of preaching ; nor even 
men of vicious characters ; unleſs the preacher 
ſhould happen to fix on the vices of ſome of his 
friends, and cenſure them with ſeverity. In that 
caſe reſentment would naturally be excited; and 
he might expect to be charged with being too 
pointed or perſonal in the pulpit :. eſpecially it he 
had previouſly known on whom the reproot 


would fall. 


In ſuch circumſtances. what ſhall a preacher 
do ? Shall he ceaſe'to expoſe vice, becauſe ſome 
of his friends are vicious ? God forbid: ! 
Far.better. will it be. for tum tw luſe the attach- 
ment of the beſt pariſhioner he has ; and to 


make a ſacrifice of his whole temporal intereſt, 


than to be unfaithful to his Gov, to his con- 


ſcience, and to the people of his charge. — The 
way for mankind” to ſecure their feelings from 
injury on fuch occaſions, is for them to be vir- 


tuous. But if they will violate the laws of God, 
and 
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and injure ſociety by their wicked examp 
they muſt bear the reproach. 
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No prudent man will introduce ib mats 
ters into the pulpit ; nor will an boneft man Þ: + 
afraid of commending himſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the ſight of God. —Howeverg'as , F 
moral ſubjects are generally approved, becau'e. 
agreeable to the reaſon and nature of things, : he 
has but little to fear on this head ; except ke 
ſhould be too evangelical in his manner of tre: : 
ing them : for the law may be handled evange 
cally, and the #2500 may be preached legal, 


+ Us 
T 


. We may alſo inſiſt freely on the chriftian,  . ' 
Gs without giving offence ; becauſe, lik 
moral ſubjects, they command reſpect frotnx. 


mankind in general ; who readily acknowledge,” 
that all men |ought to be meek, patient, charita; 


ble, ready to; forgive, &c.—And it is confeſſed, -. 
that theſe are very important ſubjects, ang: 
fhould frequently be brought into public view, 
as evidences of the truth of perſonal Gee |: : 
for, if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt be is 

wone of his. Rm. VIIL 9.] 
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3. Ws may alſo paſs without reproach pers 
haps, if we touch lightly on the {infulneſs of man- 
kind ; and affure them, If they do what they 
can, God will co-operate with their endeavours, 
and grant them falvation.--Such a repreſenta- 
tion of things -is flattering to the pride of man; 
becauſe it extenuates human depravity, and di- 
vides the glory of ſalvation betwcen Chriſt and 
the ſinner, —In this caſc the offence of the croſs 
ceaſcth, 


4: Fr ſeems to be a very popular opinion, 
« That articles of faith are of no great im+ 
portance, provided a man's life be good.” —If ſo, 
it follows, that it was not nece/ary that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould come into the world to zach and 
fave mankind ; becauſe, according to the above 
propoſition, their-falvation might have been 
accompliſhed without it. For whether we 
believe in Jelus Chriſt or Confucius is of no 
conſequence provided the life be good. —It a» 
mounts therefore to a rejection of divine reve= 


aron, prticulacly of chriſtianity, 


« SOME 
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* SOME perſons, upon pretence of the ſuſhi, bh 
ciency of the light of nature, avowedly reject. * 7 
all revelation, as, In its very notion, incredible « 
and what muſt be fictitious And indeed it is. : 
certain; no revelation would have been _ 
had the light of nature been ſufficient in fuch & 
ſenſe, as to render one not wanting and uſcleſs,.. 
But no man; in ſcriouſneſs and fimplicity of,” 
mind,” can poſſibly think it ſo, who conſiders; # 
the ſtate of Teligion in the heathen-world, bee: 
fore revelation, 'and its preſent ſtate in thoſs:” 
places which have borrowed no light from it.” © | 

J:7 
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« THFRE are other perſons, not to be ratiked 4, 
with theſe, who ſeem to be getting in a way of: 
neglecting, and, as it were, overlooking revela- 
tion, as of ſmall importance, provided naturat”*- 
religion be kept to.” With lirtle regard, either © 
to the evidence of the former; or to the objec<' 
tions - againſt it; and even upon ſuppoſition of: : 
its truth ; * The only deſign of it,” fay they, + 
« muſt be to eſtabliſh' a belief of the moral 
« ſyſtem of nature, and to enforce the practice | 
« of natural piety and-virtue. The belief and ., 
« ptactice of theſe things were, perhaps, much _ 

B tc promoted 
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ay * promoted by the firſt publication of chriftian- 
« ity : But whether they are believed and prac- 
* tifed, upon the evidence and motives: of na- 
« ture of of revelation, is no great matter.” * 
This way of conſidering. revelation, though it is 
not the ſame wich the former, yet boxders near. 
Jy upon/ it, and very much runs vp into/ is ; f 
that is, -into deiſm, 'Fhis I apprehend will 
appear by comparing the principle we oppoſe, 
with; our - Lord's commitiion to his apoſtles, 
[Mark-26.. 5, 16.} * Go: ye into' all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature. He that 
belieyeth and is. baptized ſhall be faveds bur 
he that. believeth not ſhall be damned.” Tr 
which-may be added the following ſolemn paſſa; : 
of Peter concerningChriſt, delivered by him whea 
he was filled with-che Holy Ghoſt—[Adts 4. 12, ] 
«_ Neither is; there ſalvation/ in any other : for 
there is none ' other name under. heayen. given 


among micir, whereby we mult be fave.” 


Ls we: deny-the truth of theſe fcriptures the 
pdf dcifm is fixed on us ; 15 we admit, it; 
We We 


, Aug. in Pſa. 31. 
F T_T BuTuss's analogy, Edit. 5th, p 2 171=}735 


——_—_—_—— on nn 
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we can no longer treat chriſtianity with indifſers f 
ence, but muſt confeſs that it is of infinice im+. 71 
portatice to \mankind both in its principles ang 


ty 


| To aferraln what chriſtianity is, as taught by, 
k Chriſt and his apoſtles, we mult ſearch the MC; 
| Teſtament, | 
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Tas fooli ln of preaching mentioned in the -- 
text, the apoſtle explains by ſaying, Ye preedd. 
Chriſt crucified. —[Ver, 23.] This general expreſ>;:: - 
ſion comprehends, I ſuppoſe, the various ſubjects. 
of the miniſtry of the apoſtles ; which I proceed +; 
to conſider, | x 


| Moxt cannat reaſonably be expected under this | 
head, than that the preacher ſhould give a fetch 


of the plan of apoſtolic preaching: A full Ws. £ G. 
cuſſion of the! ſubject would fill vohimts:; and... 
will employ the whole time of the miniſters of . 
Chriſt, provided they are properly attentive to. : 
the duties of {heir profeſſion. 4. if : 


1ſt. Tad 


a new edition of natural religion, with additions of 


[16 ] 


iſt. Tur apoſtles inſiſted frequently on the 
great principles, called, natural religioy : Such as 
the being. and attributes of God, —his creation 
and government of the univerſe—his love of vir- 
tue and hatxed of vice—and that he will finally 
render to * every nan according to-his works, 
Theſe principles are fundamental to *all true re- 
ligion ; and are blended with chriſtianity, which 
* 1s 2 republication of them : and which is yery 
material, it teaches natural religion in its genuine 
ſimplicity ; free from thoſe ſuperſtitions with 
which it was totally corrupted, and under which 
It was in a manner loſt, ra 


Is fo, natural religion owes much to chriſtiani. 
ty. Beſides, it comprehends all the great prin- 
ciples of natural reltigion, and makes us acquaint- 
ed'with the method of our redemption by Chriſt; 
concerning which the light of nature leaves us 
1n total darkneſs. 


Taos viewed chriſtianity may be conſidered as 


PE 
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| the greateſt importance to the world —L 
mankind determine then, which has the prefer. 
ENCE ; natufal religion detached from chriſtian=/- lf 

ity ; or chriſtianity as comprehending all the,” E 
great principles of natural religion in their moſt, 
pure ſtate ; and at the ſame time revealing to ns . 


God's oy purpoſe of mercy to ſinners thro”, 
Jelus Criſt, | G 


" " —_— — 


| 2dly. Taz wuntver/al corruption of the worl is y Je 
| another part of apoſtolic preaching. In Rom. it. 5 

/ Paul confiders this ſubject in a moſt explicit UAE 
and decided manner, where he takes a compara« : * 

tive view of Jews and Gentiles. « What then? ©, 

arc we better than they ? No, in no wiſe: for we 5+... 
have before proved both Jews and Gentild, that” =... 
they are all under fin,” And after he had quo- 
ted ſeveral paſſages from the Old Teſtament in *: 
(| ſupport of the. affecting truth, he adds, « Now 2 
we know that what things the law faith, it faith *#: 
to them that" are under the law : that every *' 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may ©: 


f become guilty before God. —For all bave ſinned, S 
a 


and have come ſhort of the glory of God.”” | ver. I 
19—23.] And fo far as our rcading and obſerva- 
_—-.\ Res 
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tion extend, WE f.ad the 1 53$ 
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- gdly. Tus facred writers affure us that all 


mein, © conſidered 1 in unbelief, are in a condition 
of total depravity. [Gen, vi, We read, 
#f And Ged faw char the wickedfleſs of myn was 
great on the earth, and rhat every imapiyatiay of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evit continually.” -— 
Jeſus Chziſt declares, 0 For out of the heart of 
man proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulterics, 
fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemics.” 
[Matt. xv. 19.] If ſp, the heart of man is the 
fountain of iniquity,-In John iii. 6. after Chriſt 
had {ſpoken of the new birth to Nicodemus, he 
adds, *« That which is born of the fleſh is ficth ;”” 
—that is, ſinful. _ Thus Paul uſes 
the term feb repeatedly. (Rom. vii. 5, &c. —] 
« For they that are after the fe,” that is, influ» 
enced by a finful nature, © do mind the things 
of the fleſs '— $o then they that are in the ob 
cannot pleaſe God ;*” becauſe the carne! mund is 
enmity againſt him. This ſhort ſentence 1s re- 
markably deſcriptive of the total finfulneſs of 
the humay heart, 


Br 
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By this. depravity infpired writers do af | 


mean, that there is any lofs of the natural facul- 


tics of the ſoul ; theſe remain entire amidſt hs” q. 
ruins of the fall; man has reaſon, underſtanding, . "5 | 
will and affeCtions ; but that he is deſtitute of a 
ſpiritual raſte, and under the conſtant influence; p ; 


of averſion to God.—If the finner's heart was; 
right in a moral ſenſe, I can conceive of no: 
remaining inability to love God for his own 


ſake, and to live to his glory. The effence of > - 


* 
[ 
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religion is love ; and the eſſence of depravity- 


or wickedneſs-is enmity of heart to God; . And 


B 


in this awful condition the ſinner 1s, as long a8 * : 


he remains in regency. 


4thly. In | OO with this repreſentation -- 
of human nature, the apoſtles endeavoured-to _ 
awaken the attention. of their | hetrers to the - ; 
mfnite danger in which they were. Often aan 


they thunder in their cars the terrors of the. law; 
ſaying, * Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things written-in the' book of the law | 


to do them,” [Gal. 3. 10} © If-any.. man love Nd X 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anathema ©; 


maxanatha.?* { Cox. 16, 22.] — « When the 
1 Lord 


bt, 
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tw 


Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels,in flaming fire taking venge- 
ance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power : when he ſhall come to be 
glorified in his ſaints, and to be'admired in all 
them that believe—in that day. ” T2 Theff. 7; 


7—11.] 


Ws ſee that they conſidered mankind as conz 
fiſting of two claſſes, the righteous andthe wick= 
ed; and addreſſed them in language adapted to 
their reſpective characters. They did not preach 
to a promiſcuous aſſembly. as 1f they 'were all 
faints ;3-but afſured the: ungodly that they were 
in the , of bitterneſs and the bonds of iniqui- 
ty ; that ſhould they die in that condition, 


the wrath, of God would abide upon them for 
ever. But if any of the people were -/pricked 
in the heart, and cried out, « Men and brethren 
what ſhall we do : " — 


| <thly. Tary 
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Ole They preached Chriſt to them as the: = 
end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that * ;E 
believe." *For T determined, ſays Paul to the hg 
Corinthians,'not 'to know any thing among you, is 
ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified.” [ 1Cor. 11. 'S wp FE 
This was: their darling theme, and the only re +. '\ 
medy for fin-fick ſouls. Fi Fe 


Hap a ſermon been delivered in the ar 
age, to a chriſtian aſſembly, that had but little of /, 
Chriſt in it, they would at once have concluded, 
the preacher had forgot his errand ;,and with." 
the diſappointed woman at the ſepulchre, have 
cried out, They have taken away my. Lord ' 
our of his place, and I know not where they haye ts 0 
lai him.” Where ſhould Jeſus Chriſt be as the :: Ro 
object of affetion, if not in the hearts and con- j- 
verſation of his diſciples ?2—Where indeed, if 
not 1n the preaching of his miniſters 2 
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Taz apoſtles preached Chriſt in his True ».- 
and PROPER Drirty as cfential to the chriſtian :::- d.. 
ſcheme. Lhis great truth they had learned =: 
from his own 1 mouth. [John x. 31—39.]- 3; 
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C; 22. } 
« Iand my Father are-one. | Then the Jews rook 
up ſtones to ſtone him. Jeſus ſaith unto. them, 
Many good works have I ſhewed you from my 
TIO for which of theſe works. do- ye ſtone 
? The Jews anſwered him, ſaying, For, s- 

& work we ſtone. thee, not,; but. for. blaſ-; 
phemy ;; and becauſe that thou, being &,.mans.: 
makeſt thyſelf God.” '— Here was a moſt fa- 
vorable opportunity for Chriſt to have diſclaim- 
cd all pretenſions to the Godhead, —He had 
only to inform them, that they had miſtaken his . 
meaning ; that he laid no claim to divinity ; but, 
meant to affure them, that he was one with God... 
his Father In deſign and operation, not. in natures. 
—Shocked' at the idea of blaſphemy, would, 
he not at once have acquitred hirgſelf. of- the. 
charge ?—Would not any of his apoſtles, or any. 
good man\ on earth who had been ſo- groſsly miſ- 

taken; have rectified the miſtake as foon as ,Poſlir | 


ble? Our Lord's not doing it, when « every Cir- 
cumſtance called for the frank acknowledgment, 
is in my judgment; no- inconſiderable proof'thar 


he was a divine perſon, 


Lad 


ET 7 


Ir we confider him in no other light than'as @ 
reacher ſent [from God to inſtruct and to reform 


mankind, If ſeems to have been his duty to res + 4 
move the prejudices which the Jews had imbi< :. 
bed againſt him ; that ſo he might anſwer the : : 


an appeal eg his miraculous works, as proof 
that he was in the Father, and the Father inHim. 


"1 


"og, _ 
, 


x | £- 


' 


A 

; 

ah, * 
* 


defign of his miſſion. Inſtead of this, he makes * 
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The Jews ſtill believed, that he made himſelf as 
God ; therefare © they ſought to take him ; but - : © 


he eſcaped gut of their hands.” He left them, 
my brethren; under the influence: of-a very tm- 
portatt'error,) provided 'he was not really Goo. 
«Nor did ourLord g1Ve any ititimation, ſays one, 
that they had miſunderſtood him ; nor yet the 
evangeliſt, as he does in ſeveral other inſtances 
of much leſs importance ; which filence 4s a 
ſtrong preſumptive proof, that they were not 
under a miſtake about the ſenſe of the words : 
for ſuch a miſtake, ih the principles of our op= 
poſers, might; have been an occaſion of idolatry 
'1n them ; and a miſtake of that kind, not re- 
marked by the hiſtorian, would be calculated to 
anſwer the ſame pernicious purpoſe in ſucceed= 
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ing genctations.—But if he refuſed to corre, . « 


F-234Yy 


” fo dangerous: a miſtake on #beir account, yer 
was it not neceſſary that he ſhould have done 
jt on ours ?—that when we read his goſpel, we 
might not entertain the deteſtable thought, that 
he equalled himſelf with the Moſt High. If, 

' however, - he thought it proper not to. explain 
himfelf, at that time ; yet it might have becn 
expected, that his diſciples ſhould have given 
us the true ſenſe of the myſterious words, when 


they reported them,”? * 


* Dr. AzBan1z's treatiſe on The Derry of Jzsvs 
CanisT, &c. p. 246, 247: in which this important 
ſubject is handled in a moſt maſterly manner ; and 
well merits the attention of both the friends and 
oppoſers of the doctrine, 
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SERMON I, 


HE Ianguage and conduct of the diſci- 

ples of Chriſt prove, that they received 
him as a divine perſon. -John tells us [c.v.23; by | 
That it is the will of God, « That all men 
ſhould honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father. He that honoreth not theSon, honoreth 
not the Father who hath ſent him.” Compared” . 
with Heb. i./6. * And again when he bringeth 
in the firſt begotten into the world, he faith, 
And let all |the angels of God worſhip him.” 


The beſt comment on ſuch paſſages will proba- 


bly be found, in the conduct of his immediate 


followers. - If they, who were favored with di- 
vine inſpiration, actually worſhipped him, we 


may ſafely believe that they received him as very 
and eternal God. This then really was the caſe 
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[36] =" $4 
with Stephen. [Ads vii. 59.] « * And they 
ſtoned Stephen calling upon Gov, and laying, 
Lord Jeſus, receive.my ſpirit. '— Here we ſee 2 
pious martyr in the hour of diſſolution, addreſſing 


himſelf to Jeſus Chriſt in a ſolemn ac of reli- 
_ gious worſhip : therefore we conclude Jeſus 


In 2. Cor. xi. 8, 9. we obferve that Pau} 
prays to Chriſt when there was given to him a 
thorn in "the fleſh, a meſſenger of ſatan to buffet 
"him : « For this thing; I beſought the. Lord 
thrice, that it might depart from me, ,And he 
faid. unto me; My. grace is ſufficient for thee ; 
for my ſtrength is made! perfect, in, weaknels,!? 
What | follows proves . that. bythe Lozp whom 
headdreſſed, Cnr1sr-is intended. * Moſt glad- 
ly therefore will ' I glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Chriſt may: reſt upon ,me.** | The 
Lord had promiſed him. that his grace ſhould 
be ſufficient for -him ; this grace; he calls the; 
power of Chrift ; ſignifying, that the LoxoCurisr, 
to whom he addreſſed himſelf,. had kann way 
This gracious anſwer, 


| 


THOUGH 


f 2 1 «8h 


Trovgn there are many . other, texts. 1n os 
writings, of the- apoſtles that./ are ;of, the ſame - 
 import,* 1 ſhall only mention the following plain, 
deciſive paſſage, [Rev. v. 11—end.] « And I 
beheld, and, 1 heard the, voice, of many, angels + :-; 
round ahour t e throne and the beaſts and the- 


SE 


voice, W Na Is. the amb that was flier « to res = 
ceiye power, and 1 riches,and wiſdomand ſtrength, Jes 
and honor, and. glory, : and bleſſing. And every » 7 
creature which. is In heaven, and; on the earth, ; : f 
and under the/earth, and ſuch as. are. in the ſea, +: © 
and all that are. in them, heard, I ſaying, Bleſſing, 
and honor, an glory, and power, jbe ,unto him 
that ſirterh upo the throne, and ,vNT0 THE. 
Las FOR EVER, AND EVER.” —lI appeal to eyery 
unprejudiced mind, whether thexe, can. poſſibly - __. 
be a more ſolemn at of ; ſupreme. worſhip . than *:*\ 
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this, which is aſcribed. equally to. the Las that q : 
was ſlain, as to. him that. firteth upon the throne 2. 7 


And will .any |man after reading this , paſſage, 2h 
hefitate a. moment, whether, he: ought to.pay. the : 


_ higheſt. >; 
| b 94 2 


, John xiv. r.. Rom. x. 12, 13, Rom, xy, xit. 2 Cer; 
+ is. 1. A343. 14, &c, 
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| deity, weare at"once ted 


[ 28 ] 
Kigheſt honor to the 'Son' of God ? who is the 


brightneſs of his glory, a and the expreſs" image of 
his PR | 


C 


"'Wrar idea would a man of cormmon. ſenſe 
form of the character of Jeſus Chriſt, upon read- 
ing Philip. ii. 6.,' Who being in the form of 
God, thought it 'nor robbery to be equal 'with 
God 2” 'Would he not naturally think, either that 
Jeſus Chriſt is a divine perſon ; or that he was 
guilty of the -moſt "horrid impiety * ? M would 
have -been a fobbery of the moſt 'blaſj phemous 
kind; for *a creature, however exalted, to Claim 
equality with Jenovat and inſtead of his dec 
ing celebrated for his himility, he ought to be | 
conſidered as a monſter of Pride | and wickedneſs. 7 
But "if we adrhit the idea of his true and Proper 


lelled' condeſcention. He who was in the form 
of God, thought it. not / ry to be equal 
with God : But Re Ib. no reputation, 
and: rook.upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made'in the likenefs of men : And being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, 
and became obedicnt unto death, even the death 


T 29 } 


of the croſs.” [ver. 7,8.] Fhe moment we 
deny the divinity of Chriſt, I conceive we de- 
troy the apoſtle's argument. | 


« Tur. following words, as they ſtand 'n our 
tranſlation, go on to deſcribe the excellency of 
his glory, which was ſo real and tranſcendent 2 


glory, that he\rhought it not robbery to be—i. e. he. 


thought himſelf entitled to be—equal with God. 
But I ſhall not infiſt upon this tranſlation ; for 
It 1s more agreeable to the apoſtle's argument, 
and to the language made uſe of, to ſuppoſe him 
to intend in thefe words, to expreſs the firſt de- 
gree or inſtance of his. humility, and that the 
verſe ſhould be rendered by words to this effect : 
Who being in the form of God, was not fond, or 
tenacious, of appearing as God ; but tmade him- 
ſelf of no reputation. I ſhall not trouble you 
with the particular reaſons of this rendering, 
which would lead us too far into .critical enqui- 
ries : but which way ſoever the text be under- 
ſtood, 


belong to Jeſus Chriſt. 


ewcr is meant by it,) undoubtedly he was equal : 
D ory 


the. 73 tai Ton Gt will be found ro. 


It he thought it nop . 
robbery to aſſume this equality with God, (what- 
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Lt 30 ] 
or, if -it was the effect of his humility, that he 


did nor hold or- inſiſt upon ; his ;cquality with 


God, then certainly he had ſuch an equality ; 
for where is the humility of not inſiſting on, or 
not retaining an equality, which never did or 
conld belong to him 2” * 


Ir was in the contemplation of this aſtoniſh- 
ing truth, that our apoſtle thus exclaims, - « And 
without controverſy great is the myſtery of 
eodlineſs ; God was manifeſt in the fleſh” — 
[rc Tim. iii. 16.] That it was ſo, is a truth reveals 
ed, but the manner of it is paſt finding out. 


To, what hath been ſaid on this ſubject I will 


only add. [. Col. ii. 9.] « For in him, i. e. Chriſt, 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” 


It ſeems that Paul could not ſay more than this 


_ to eſtabliſh the deity of his Maſter. What a 


itriking gradation 1 is here—In Chriſt « dwells the | 
Gopurtad”—* the -yruLNEss of the Godbead''—» 


yea, 


of » Bp. Snen,oct's diſcourſes on this paſſage. Vol, 4 
P- 24, 25+ 


[31 


yea, * ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD BODt= 


v.” — Then ſurely he is very and eternal God. 
Let'us then; my brethren, amidſt- the numerons 


attempts that. are made to rob Chriſt of his efſen=- 
tial glory, without any ſecret reſerve, or double - 


meaning, aſcribe bleſſing, and honor, and glory, 
and power to Jeſus Chriſt, our God and Savior; 


IT would oh eaſy to prove by the ſacred {crip- 
tures, that the | ſame divine names, titles, Attri--. 


butes and works are aſcribed to Chriſt, that are_ 


aſcribed to the Father ; 
been ſaid to make it evident, that his true 


preaching, x | 


SEVERAL of the paſſages of ſcripture, that we: 
have been; conſidering, prove alſo,” the incorga=r 


tion of the Son of God : or, that the divine and 


human natures were united in him,. For inſtance, ! 
— He that was in: 


« God. was manifeſt in the fleſh.” 
the form, of God was found 1n faſb:on as.aman. Alto 
[ Heb. 
the nature of angels ; 
ſeed of Abraham,” 
Chrift, 
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but . I hope enough. has: 


and: 
proper deity was an cfſcntial part of apoſtolic. 


11. 16.] | For verily he took- not-on him- 
but he took on him the. 
The perſon, ſyoken of 18 
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RF 32+ T 
Chriſt; who exiſted- prior to his birth of Mary itz 
a nature different- from that which he aſſumed; 
«.Verily he took*'—here we have a perſonal ac- 
tion : he who: was properly divine, «© took on 
him the ſeed, or nature, of Abraham.” Thus 
the WorD was made fZeſp ; 1. e. becamerunited ta 
the naturerof man. 


'T pass. to obſerve, That the apoſtles preached 


_. Chriſt as the all atoning ſacrifice for ſim. Peter. 


declares that © he bare our ſins in his own body 
onthe tree.” —This language he borrowed from 
Ifaiah [liii.. 4, 5.] «© Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our ſorrows ; yet we did 
eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and-afflict- 
ed. But he was wounded for or tranſgreſſions, 
he was-brutſed* for or rmquties : the' chaſtiſc- 
ment of 07 peace was upon him ; and with þhis 
ſtripes wwe are healed.” —* He hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
us.” «© He died: the juſt for the unjuſt that he 
might bring us to God,” &c. Such is the cur- 
rent language- of- the Bible, 


E\.-3d4 $: 
IT is obſervable, that inſpired writers ay the 


principal ſtreſs on his d:ath; Paul fays, « We 
have redemption through bis blood''—that we are 


redeemed with the precious blood of Chriſt, that: 


he died for our fins ; not for his own, for he had 


nene.: « He was: holy, harmleſs, 'undefiled and 


ſeparate from, ſinners.” 


« Cyr1sT's, ſatisfaction for ſin'was: not only. 
by his laſt ſufferings, though it was principally by 
them ; but all his ſufferings, and all the humi-: 
liation that he was ſubject to-from the firſt mo- 
ment of his incarnation to his reſurrection; Were 
propitiatory of / fatisfaCtory,” * 
and ſuffered make up that righteouſneſs by which 
the beheving ſinner is juſtified. Through the: 
whole he acted voluntarily : for . he had power 
to lay down his life, and he had power to take 
it again ; but, he. knew that it was neceſſary 
that he, ſhould ſuffer theſe things, and enter. into. 
his glory ; therefore he became * obedient unto 


death even the death of the. croſs :”” not as//a . 


martyr only to ſeal the truth of his own reli-, 


gion ;. 


® Preſident Eowany's Hiſt, Redemp. laſt edi, P. 324. 
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gion ; but that-he might put away fin by the 
ſacrifice of humſelf : hence he is ſaid to be 
«the propitiation for our ſins ;** [Rom. iii. 25.] 
not metaphorically but really. - ' 
6th. Jesvs Currsr: havirig finiſhed bis part 

of the work of our redemption, aſcended to the 
Father, and ſent the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe peculiar 
office it is to take 1t up where he had left it, and 
to:carry- it on until the glorious plan ſhall be 
all accompliſhed. —< Ir is expedient for you; ſaid 
Chriſt to his diſciples, that I go away ; for if I 
go not away, the: comforter will not come- unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will ſend him unto you. 


And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of ſin, and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. 9s] 


{ JERSn Lþ 8.3 


Tnz work of Jcſus Chriſt is for, or in the 
room and ſtead of the finner ; that God the 
Father might juſtify him conſiſtent with his 
whole character.—The work of the Holy Spi- 
rit is carried on #: the finner, in order to re- 
concile him to God, and fit him for eternal life. 
Jeſus Chriſt opens the way for his diſcharge from 

| | | | the 


**. .& Mg 
the curſe of the law ; the Spirit -of God makes 


= 


him meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of 


the ſaints in light. Both are abſolutely neceſſary ; 


the latter no |leſs than the former, becauſe, 5: 


« Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 08G." $5 
L Heb. xi.-14, ] 


IT hath book proved already in a preceding 
part of the ſubject, that mankind are-in a condi= 


tion of total depravity : if fo, their final condem- © 


nation is certain unleſs the heart be changed ; 
becauſe a mind| at enmity againſt God, can not 
be happy in __ preſcnce. 


_ Ir may, peotdide! be ſaid, That thoſe perſons 
only who are abandoned-to wickedneſs are thus 
depraved ; but'this 'is'not the caſe with all man- 
kind.—It is confeſſed, that all-men do not diſco. 
ver their depravity by open wickedneſs. Many 
perſons arc under the reſtraint of education, ſenſe 
of honor, or a fear of the wrath to come ; whoſe 
hearts at the fame time remain diſaffected to'di- 
vine things. —Let ſuch perſons aſk themſelves ag 
in the preſence of that God 'who looks through 
them, and knows every thought afar off, whether 
| they 
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they do not reſtrain prayer before him ?—Preter 
acroud of fabulous publications to the ſacred 
volume ?—Whether they are not ſtrangers to the 
duties of - private religion ?—bs not God in 
great meaſure forgotten by them ?—Do they 
not lie down and riſe up, without ' any proper 
ſenſe of him who holdeth their ſouls in life ?— 
Are mot their hearts wholly attached to the 
riches, honors and pleaſures of the' world ?— 
Will not a ſmall difhculty detain them from the 
place of public worſhip ?—Would the like dit- 
fculty preyent their going to an evening's 
amuſement ? Why not. ?—The reaſen is obvi- 
ous ; they hate the one and love the other. If 
a preacher happens to exceed. his uſual length 
in preaching, are they not quite qut of patience 
with, him ; though they allow -the/ ſermon was 
good, and his manner not diſagreeable 2— 


Yet would not theſe very perſons be willing to 


remairi until midnight at ſome faſhionable en- 
tertainment ?—Are they not fatigued. with the 
one, and in raptures with the ether? I aſk 
thele queſtions, my friends, that' you may de- 


termine what your prevailing taſteis. You cer- 


| Eunly Know what you love-moſt ;- If the world 


and 


Y FEW 


and the things thereof have the preference, can 
you bclicve that you ſhall be happy in Heaven; 
where all is holy ? Be not deceived ; for how- 
ever amiable you may appear in the eycs of the 
world, one thing is wantin 


Z : your hearts muſt 


be changed by a divine influence, or you are un 
gu } | 


done forever, 


IT 1s a clear caſe with me, That ſhould God 


leave the ſinner to himſelf, and'not inflict on him 


any poſitive puniſhment at all, the depravity of his 
own heart would make him entirely miſerable, 
becauſe the yery nature of fin ſeparates the foil 
from God. [Ifa. lix. 2.] It follows then, « Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
kingdom gf God.” [ John iii. 3.} In the 5th ver. 
of the ſame chapter this change ts repreſented as 
a being born of the Spirit ; becauſe he effects ir. 


Sametimies it'1s called a tranſtation,a paſling from 
death to life ;—But in 2 Cor. v. 17; we have this 


ſtriking paſſage—" If any'man be in Chriſt, he is 
a new creature : old things pals away ; behold, 
all things become new.” His views, his joys, 


his company, his conduct are all new. 
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gainſt God ; he lothes himſelf and repents in duſt 
and aſhes.—The divine character appears glori- 
ous to him—Chriſt is precious—ſins of heart his 
conſtant burden—holineſs the thing he longs 
for.—He feclingly adopts the language of David, 
« Whom haye 1 in heaven but thee ? and there 
is none upon earth I deſire beſide thee.” The 
greateſt pleaſure he has, is in communion with 


God. 


His conduct is changed alfo : for having be- 
lieved in God, he is careful to maintain good 
works.—His religion begins in his heart, and ex- 
tends 1ts influence over all his behavior ; ſo that 
his acquaintance take knowledge at him, that 
he hath been with Jclus. 


Tays the Holy Ghoſt accompanies the diſpen- 
fation of the goſpel with the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power, and-enlarges-the Redeemer's King- 
dom. And thus will he continue to do, until all 
the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and. come 
to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their 
heads : then.ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. 


7th. Tas 


39 1 


2th. Taz preceding obſervations relative to 
the deity and incarnation'of Chriſt, the doctrine - 


of the atonement, and the influence of the Spirit 
of Gad in the regeneration of the ſinner, naturally 
lead me to remark, That the doctrine of the 
Trinity appears te me to be ſo interwoven with 
chriſtianity in general, and the plan of apoſtolic 


preaching in particular, as to make an eſſential 


part of it. The Father is repreſented as choofung— 


the Son as redeeming—and the HolyGhoſt as calling 
and /anifying. | Eph. 1. 4.] « According as he, 


the Father, hath cher 'us in him.” —Of the Son 


it is faid [Titus ii. 14.] © who gave himſelf for - 


us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity.” 
And in Titus iti. 5. the apoſtle aſſures us, that we 
are * ſavgd by the waſhing of regeneration, and 


renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Thus different 


different perſons in the Godhead, 


Berort Jeſus Chriſt left the world he gave 
the following commiſſion to his apoſtles, and to 


their ſucceſſors in the miniſtry ;—© Go ye there- . 


fore, and teach all nations ; baptifing them in 
the name'of the FaTHtr and of the Sox, and of 
the 


parts of the work of ſalvation are attributed to : - 
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the HoLy Gnosr :”'—[Matt. xxviii. 19. —- 

| * - * - % 
Here we obſerve in an act of religious worſhip, 
equal honor paid to cach perſon in theGodhead. 


AccoxpincG to this commiſſion the apoſtles 
and primitive preachers acted. They could not 
do otherwiſe without being diſobedient to the 
command of Chriſt ; conſequently, wherever 


they preached the goſpel and baptized _ the 


converts to Chriſtianity, they maintained the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Nor does it appear, 
that they had any apprehenfions that it would 
prevent the ſacceſs of their miſſion, - They knew 
It to be their duty, to pay a prompt and implicit 
obedience to their maſter's orders, and to leave 
all conſequences as to themſelves, and his cauſe 
with him ;_ being fully perſuaded that he would 
never command them to believe, or propagate 
any ſentimeat that was not perfectly reaſgnable, 
though ' they could not, fully comprehend It. 
Nor do we find that they ever made a ſingle 
attempt to explain, how it 1s that the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt are three perions yet 
one God ; nor how the divine and human na- 
tures were united in Jeſus Chrult, They main- 
: taincd 


© i-41-1 
rained this threefold diſtin&tion in the Godhead ; 


and/ aſſure us, that « God was manifeſt in the 3 


fleſh ;*'* but confeſſed the myſtery, and ſubmired 
their reaſon to divine revelation ; 'in which 
God's « delign is to make known realities and 
fatts, not the manner of them. 


« ALMOST every thing in the ſyſtem of nature, 
notwithſtanding the great improvements in mo- 
dern philoſophy, is attended with" difficulties. 
If you look up to the heavens, you ſtand afſto. 


niſhed at thetr greatneſs, and-teel yourſelf inca- . 


pable of comprehending that immenſity which 
ties beyond theſe vaſt ſpaces which ſurround us, 
Tf you caſt your eyes on the earth, you meet with 
as many myſteries as there are animals, plants, 
and creatures inanimate. You meet with innu- 


merable dithculties in explaining, the ſenſation. 


of ane, the vegetation of another, and” the mo- 
tion of a third. —-If you conſider material na- 
ture in its wide extremes, of immenſe greatneſs, 


and inviſible minuteneſs, you are ſtruck with a= 


mazement and imagination 1s nonplutted.—If, to 
the conſideration.of bodies, you take in that of 
their duration, time will ſhew you incompre. 
henfible 
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acnhible wonders ; both in the ſucceſſion of ages 
, and in that which is future.—It you turn 
your thoughts to fpiritual efſences, every thing 
ſurpaſſes your comprehenſion. You canngt 
comprehend, either their manner of exiſting, or 
their manner of acting. Even the human ſoul 
is ſo great a paradox to itſelf, that it long ſince 
defpaired, not only of comprehending, but of 
knowing itlſclt. 


« 'Axp if fo, is there any reaſon to affert, as 
our adverſarics do, that there are no myſtertes in + 
religion ? Or have they ſufficient ground to retuſe 


_ their affent to our Lord's eternal Divinity ? ſg 


clearly revealed in the Bible, becauſe it 1s attend+ 
ed with fach difficulties as are {inſuperable ts 
the powers-of reaſon? Is it any wonder if the 
difficulties with which we mcet 4n the Chriſtian 
rehgion, and efpectally thoſe that regard the 
Deity of Chriſt and the doctrine of the Trinity, 
ſhould be found greater, much greater, than 
thofe which attend a philoſophical inquiry into 


the ſyſtem of nature ? It would, indeed be a 


worider if it were not fo ; becauſe the conftitu- 
ton and'capacities of our minds bear ſome pro- 
Portion 


[43 ] 
portton to natural objects, which are-created "and 
finite ; and are much better qualified to inquire 


jnto their cauſes and properties, their connections 
and-uſes, than into thoſe of religion, which are 


of a ſpiritual kind, and particularly. what es; 


to the infinite Godhead.” * 


Tars threefold diſtinction in the Godhead. is 
mentioned by Paul [ 2. Cor. xi, 14. } «The 
grace of the Lorp Jzsus CnrrsrT, and the love 
'of Gop, and the communion of the HoLy Gaosr, 
be with you all, Amen.” This 1s evidently 
a prayer of the. apoſtle addrefied- tp the ſacred 
Three, that all ſpiritual bleſſings-mighr be grant- 
ed to his chriſtian friends at Corinth : He could 


bleſs them 1n no another ſenſe; than by praying 
for them. 


Þ \ 


To what has been aid, I ſhall only. add, 
3 John v. 7, © For there are three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, :the Word, and the 


Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three arc one.” f 
«F 


* Dr. Anzanis on the deity of Chriſt, p. 326, 3277 


+ Thoſe perſons who wiſh to ſee the aiithenticity 
of this text excellently vindicated, are adviſed 
to read Taxavis's letters to Dr, G1BB0K, 
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«'T FREELY. grant,” ſays. an (excellent "writer; 
thatihad I conſulted 'my own reaſon only, 1 
could not have diſcovered ſome myſteries of the 
goſpel. Nevertheleſs, when I think on the gran= 
deur of God ;:when I caſt my cycs on that vaſt 
ocean ; when I confider that immenſe Ars. ; 
nothing aſtoniſhes me, nothing, ſtumbles mc, 
nothing ſeems to be inadmiſſible, howeasr in- 
comprehenſible ſoever it may be, When th& 
ſubject is Divine, I am ready to believe all, to 
admir all, to receive all ; provided I be con- 
vinced that it is God- himſelf who ſpeaks to me; 
or any one on his part. After this I am no more 
aſtoniſhed that there are three diſtinct perſons 
in one divine effence ; one God, and yet a Fa- 
ther, a Son, and a Holy Ghoſt. —Either religion 
muſt tell us nothing about God, or what it tells 
us muſt be beyond our capacities ; and in dif- 
covering even the borders of this immenſe ocean, 
it muſt needs exhibit a vaſt extent in which our 
feeble eyes are loſt. Burt what ſurprizes me, 
what ſtumbles me, what frightens me, is to ſee a 
diminutive creature, a contemptible man, a little 
ray of light glimmering through a few feeble 
organs, controvert a point with the ſupreme 

| Bcing 3 


E26651 


Being ; oppoſe that intelligence who fitteth at 


the helm of the world ;queſtion what he affirms, 
diſpute what he determines, appeal from his de- 
cifions, and, even after God hath given evidence, 
reject all doctrines that are beyond his capacity |! 
Enter inta thy nothingneſs, mortal creature ! 
What madneſs animates thee ! How durſt thou 
pretend—thou who art but a point, thou whoſe 
eſſence is but an atom—to meaſure thyſelf with 
the Supreme Being ; with him who fills heaven 
and earth ; with Him, whom heaven, the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain | Canſt thou by ſearching find 
out God ?. Canſt thou find out the Almighty to per- 


fettion ? High as beaven, what canſt thou do ? wh. %* 


than he!!, what canſt thou know *"'* 


© Mr. Sauziw's Ser. Vol. r. p. 78, 79, Ronixsow's 
tranſlation. 
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plainly and repeatedly preached the 


doctrine of divine ſtvereignty : Or, that God has 


an abſolute right to diſpoſe of all things, ac 
eording to his own pleaſure. j 


IT has often been objected to this truth, 
That ir repreſents Almighty God partial to his 


creatures, by making a diſtinction among them. | 


-—But this ought not to be an objection, becauſe 
it is a fact; known arid read of all men, that he. 
hath placed ſome in a far more eligible fituation 
than others. In creation we obſerve the moſt 


palpable diſtunction among the creatures of God. 
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Ances are firſt in the order of cteated i1n- 
telligences ; are faid to excel in ſtrength, conti- 
nually ſurround the throne of God, and are em- 


ployed in the moſt exalted and important fervts 
ces. They are dignified in nature and ofhce, 


Men form the next link in the chain of in- 
telligent agents ; whom Deity hath created with 
a nature leſs dignified, endued with inferior 
mental powers, and employed in,,a manner 
leſs noble and intereſting. Among man=- 
kind there is' alſo a very obvious diſtindtion, 
One man is extremely handſome ; another, ex- 
tremely homely : -One has all his parts ; another 
is deformed, maimed, blind, halt. 


Taxy, differ in mind likewiſe no leſs, than in 
body. One perſon has great ſagacity and pene- 
ration; another is an. idiot, or, but a ſmall re- 
move from him. All minds, though formed by 
the fame; Almighty hand, arc not of the ſame di- 
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menſions. God: himſelf, hath, made this, difler- 
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Tury differ i in place or ſtation in life. - They. 
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are not- fitted for, nor employed with equal dig- 46 
nity, All are uſeful_jn their place; but not © * 
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Txa1s being the caſe, I aſk, Will any man dare | 
to cenſure Jeugvan for making ſuch diſtinctions 
among his creatures ? © Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the ſame lump to make 

one vefiel to honor, and another to diſhonor ?”— 
Shall the idiot, or the man of ſmall powers of 
mind ſay to us Creator, Why was I not made 
equal to Sir Iſaac Newton? —Or ſhall that great. 
'philoſopher ſay to his Maker, Why was not I 
created anangel ? We tremble at the idea of thus 
arraigning the divine conduct. God hath done, 
what he had a right to do ; and hath exerciſed that 
right under the influence of infinite wiſdony 
and goodnelſy. 
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We: obſerve that the like diſtinction runs thro? 
God's whole. &ronomy. of - providence.,.. Some per- 7 
fons have all and abound ;, others, are depreſſed "oy 
with poyerty,—Two. men ſhall ſet out_'in life 
with cqual- proſpects and advantages; one. of 
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then ſhall be ſucceſsful in almoſt every thing 
he undertakes ; the other ſhall meet with re- 
peated loſſes, and become poor, 


Some perſons enjoy a conſtant and confirmed 
ſtate of health ; others are always fick, knowing 
ſcarce one day in which they ate free from pain; 


- though equally virtuous and temperate.—One 


paſſes through the moſt eminent dangers, and 
Eſcapes uninjured ; another loſes his life by the 
moſt trifling dccutrence. One lives to 4 good 
old age ; another is cut down from the birth.— 
One cotitinues till he becomes a burden to him- 
ſelf and friends ; another in the bloom and yi- 
gor of his days, is arreſted by the laſt cnemy: 


Taz Deity hath made a diffetence among 
inankind with reſpect to the rncaris of knowledge, 
Some people remain in the ſavage ſtate ; while 
others, favored with every advantage of infor- 
mation; both divine and human, have atrived 
at a ſurprizing height of knowledge and refine- 
ment. Yet they all belong to' the ſame great 
family, and are under the government of the 
fame infinite God, who for wiſe reaſons, makes 

theſe 


Whence, it appears that they are paſſed by. 
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have placed all men in circumſtances equally 
agreeable, had it been his will ; or have made 
an entire reverſe of condition. He might have 
ordered your ſoul or mine to have animated 
the body of Aa Laplander, a Hottentot, or an 
American ſavage ; ; but he hath been pleaſed, as a 


ſovereign God, to place us in a more pleaſing 
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Tassz are ſome of the diſtinctions which God 


bath made in the courſe of his moral govern= - 


ment : And who ſhall fay unto. him, What doeſt 
thou 2. N : 


"Tux ſovercignty of God is equally apparent, 
in his condyt towards firmers. He hath paſſed. 


by the fallen angels. « And. the angels which 


everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto the Judg- 


ment of the great day.” [Jude vi.] Their nature; 
the Son of God did not afſume, becauſe their fal- 


vation was not theend hedeſigned to accompliſh : 


Accordingly we are told, that hell is « prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” [Matt. xxv. 41.] 
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kept not. their firſt eſtate, he hath reſerved in. 
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Gov Kath made H Very" important difference 
m aniong mankind, by fehding the- goſpel to'ſorne”* 
bp them, and withholding it from others} "Thoſe" 
perſons 'Who are difpoſed to raiſe obje@ions ei- 
ther againſt the benevolence of the Deity, or the 
truth! of divine revelitioh 6h this accolhe, would 
do wall t to conſider, "Thar God” hitaſelf hath 
made 7 diſtindtion,” and” that hl carl 46's" 
wrong. He is a rock, his way is perfett : 6+” 
doth; he; give account of, his matters. to anyy 

Bzns1Dss, /it: is evident that; there/ig a ſtriking: 
analogy in all his conduct in creation, providenge 
and redemption. —He hath not in either caſe 
diſtributed his bleſſings on all men alike. This 
hath” been proved already in the preceding ob- 
ſervatiohs.” "If it'is  heceſſary tHErefofe 'to vin- 
dicate his conduct in this inſtance, it? isno leſs 
neceſſary ih the others.” « Biit' 'Wh9' art thou 
O' man, ' that replieft againſt God 2 Shall the 
thing formed ſay to hint that formeti"ir, be hes 
haſt thou' made me! thits'” Þ 
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AmovYc thoſe perſons''who are "favored- with 
the goſpel, there-is alſo a' difference; He takes 
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ne of a city, and two of a fatnily and brings = 


them to SION. £ 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and L 


"x woes 


=p 


Os. 


will have compaſſion on whom I will have > Ko 


compaſſion. So then it is not of him that wil- = 
leth, nor of him. that runneth, bur of God that » 
ſheweth mercy. Therefore hath he mercy 0 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will his © 
hardeneth,”” [Rom. ix. 15, 16, 18.] not 'by. poi 
tive influence, but by leaving the finner to act > 
out. his own character, or follow the wickedneſs = 
of his own heart.—And as mankind unfverfally © 
have. by ſin ſubjected themſelves to everlaſting © 
condemnation, they that are loſt will have no z 
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be obliged to acknowledge his juſtice ; and they 6. 
who arc ſaved, will aſcribe their ſalvation wRolly 
to his ſovereign grace. God condemns none.” 
but the guilty ; ; nor will he fave any that had © 
any claim on him ; otherwiſe ſalvation would © pf 


not be by grace. 


Iv the chapter in which the text is, this Aif- 52 


tinction is moſt clearly declared. The fame * Fe 
| goſpel that was the wiſdom and power of God * '* 
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to ſome, was a ſtumbling-block and fooliſhnefs 
to others : hence Paul thus addrefſed himſelf ts 
the Corinthians ;. * For ye ſee your calling bre- 
thren, how that not many wife men after the 
fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are 
called. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
of the world to confound the wiſe ; and God 
hath choſen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty : and 
baſe things of the world, and things - which are 
deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that arc : that 
no fleſh might glory in his preſence.” | 1 Cor. 
i. 26, 27, 28, 29.] Remark, my brethren, God 
Is here ſaid to chooſe ſome and to leave others. 
Some perſons were brought to receive the gol- 


) pel, while others were left in their unbelicf, 


PauL always' aſcribes his converſion to the 
grace of God. © When it pleaſed God who ſe. 
parated me from my mother's womb, and called 
ane by his grace'”—In another place he ſays, « By 
the grace of God I am what I am.”—If fo, it 
follows as an undeniable truth, ThatGod made a 


' Cgifference between him, and many of his coun- 


erymen 
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trymen the Jews. He was converted to chriſti x 
ity by divine power, while crowds of other fin? * 
ners were palled by. God could as cafily hav - 
eonverted the whole nation as one man, had WA 

been his overcign pleaſure : but you all know:.” 


he did not ; therefore he made a difference, | :: 


He 


We: ſee in our own day when the Lord revives,” x 
his work among us, that one is taken and PR 
ther left. The fame ſermon that is the means * L 
of awakening or comforting one perſon, leaves * 
others in a ſecure condition. Under the ſame: 2 
religious advantages ſome are hopely wrought *, 8 
upon, while others maintain their oppptition to; = 
Jeſus Chriſt, 6; 


Far the ſucceſs of the goſpel, or the con: > 
verſion of ſinners is owing to divine influence, 
1s proved by the current language of {cripture. i 
They who. believe -in Chriſt, are ſaid tobe © born, |: 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” [ John 1. 12,13.] :: 
Paul fays, © I have planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increaſe.”* [1 Cor. iii. 6.]—We 
may ſafely conclude then, that under the diſpen= = 


[50-7 


ſation of the goſpel, God confers a favor on ſome, 
that he does not confer on all, 


| Oun bleſſed Lord teaches us this doctrine of 
divine ſovereignty in the following paſſage, as 
well atin others that might be mentianed. [Luke 


X25, In that hour Jeſus rejoiced in ſpirit, 
ang ſaid; I thatik thee, O Father, Lord of hea- 
ven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
them uhto babes ; even ſo, Father, for ſo it 
ſeemed good in thy fight,” 


gth. Tar nature and neceſſity -of faith and re 
Pentance were important parts of the preaching 
of the apoſtles. They: afſure us, that * faith 1s 
the/ſubſtzace of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen.” —* The belief of the 
truth,” or, 4 giving credit ta the record God 
cave of his Son. And'that we may be capable 
of diftingeiſhing betweea living'and-dead faith, 
they inform us; that the faith of God's ele, 
works by love, - purifies the heart, cftcems Chriſt 
precious, and produces good. works ; © Faith 
without works is dead being alone,” 4 


TurEt 


C 57 1] 


THz importance of faith appears from varioux7 * 
circumſtances, ſuch as, That without it we can- = : 
not pleaſe God—enjoy the conſolations of the 2 
goſpel, nor enter into the kingdom of heaven:'* 
« If ye believe not that I am he, ſaid Chriſt to 4 
the Jews, ye ſhall dic in your fins ;* [John vill, '5. 
24-] that is,under the curſe of the law, and periſh: = 
for ever. . The language of the commiſſion needs: [I | 
no comment ; « He that believeth ſhall be ſav=* Ea 4 
ed ; and he that believeth not ſhall be damned. pe. 8 
According to this commiſſion, the apoſtles con- ; 6. 
ſtantly urged on ſinners the neceſſity of believing : 2 
in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, whom God had ſet -- = 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his >: 2c 


blood. 


Titty alfo infiſted, wherever they went, on the _ 
nature and neceſſity of repentance, as ons 4] 
a Change in the diſpoſition of the mind, without. 'S 
which no man can ſee the Lord. Peter faid to': 
the anxious multitude, [Acts ii. 37, 38,] © Re- = 
pent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of tins.” 
And Paul 'affured the Athenians, that *« God M 
commanded all men every where to repent, be- |: 
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eauſe he had appointed a day in which he would 
judge the world in EINE, KL 


xvil. 31, } 


Taz moſt likely method of bringing mankind 
to repentance, is to hold up to their/view the 
nature, extent, and perpetuity of the divine law, 
as holy, juſt and good ;——reaching to the 
thoughts and intents of the heart—requiring 
truth in the inward parts, and condemning the 
ſinner for. a fingle inordinate deftre, or wrong 
temper : which law is perpetually, and univers 
fally binding. Until heaven and carth paſs a- 
way, Chriſt aſſures us, one Jot or tittle of the law 
ſhall not fail. —Now by this law is the knows 
ledge of fin ; and when it comes home 1n its true 
nature on the conſcience, ſin revives and the 
ſinner dies, 1. e, he ſtands juſtly condemned by it, 
as a tranſgreflor, but ſees no way of eſcape; In 
this condition he remains till Chriſt is revealed 
in him : For the law can do.nothing but con. 
demn him. It will not accept repentance as a 
condition of his . pardon ; nor can it diſcover 
che atonement. Its language is, © Pay me what 
thou oweſt,” At length the ſinner is brought 

th 


(59 J 
to look on. him whom he hath pierced; and wm *, 
mourn for'him as one mourneth for his oak 

fon, and to be in bitterneſs for him, as one that * = 
is in bitterneſs for his firſt born. He adopts ;.> = 
the language of the prophet, ſaying, « Surely = 

after that I was turned, I repented ; and after? 

that I was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh : T2 "= 
was aſhamdd, yea, even confounded, becauſe Ldid': es 
bear the reproach of my youth.” [ Jer.xxxi. 19. } wo 


roth. Taz apoſtles dwelt much on the cbriftias 
temper s, and the whole circle of moral and evan- oe 
gelical obedience ; fuch as, ſupreme love to God— : X- 
benevolence' to men—meckneſs, open ni—, : 
_ nation to the divine will, —forgivenefs of 1 injue *; 


ries, —readinelſs to relieve the poor, &c. Jeſus ; 
Chriſt had taught them theſe important leſſons © 
in his moſt excellent ſermon on. the mount, : 4 
Matt. 5, 6| and 7 chapters} which contains an ' t 
immenſe treaſure of moſt precious truths and © £ 
exhortations : after which they copied in their | : 
own preaching. Hence they thus addreſs us, = * 
« If any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of his. ”— They that are Chriſt's have 
Erecilied the fleſh with its affections and luſts.”— 
cc Let - 


SY 
# Tet the ſame mind be in you that was alſo-1n 
Chriſt Jeſus.” — «If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
ſhall die ; bur if ye, through the Spirit, do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live.”-- 
Theſe are mentioned as a ſpecimen of their zeal, 


to promote perſonal holinefs among the diſciples 
of Chriſt, | 


Tazy alſo perſuaded believers to. give them- 
ſelves up to the Lord and to his church, by a 
public ſubmiſſion to the two leading inſtitutions 
of the new teſtament, -baptiſm..and the Lord's 
Tupper ; that they. might become witneſſes for 
Chriſt, and enjoy. the ſpecial privileges of his 
houſe.—In a word, They urged -with conſtancy 
and zeal the great umportance of good works, as 
evidences and fruits of faith z and that -others 
ſecing them, might be excited to glority their 
Father who is in heaven. 


p 
Iith. Tazy often brought into view the re- 


ſurretion. of the dead, the laſt judgment, and 
the final ſtates of men. On the firſt of theſe 
Paul enlarges with great ſtrength and propriety 
of .rcaloning in 1 Cor, xv ; to which I refer you, 


Tary 


Mo; 
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Thry alſo allure us in lariguage calculated to 
awaken all our attention; That Jeſus Chriſt will 


deſcend from heaven with a ſhout ; the voice 
of the arch-angel, and the trump of God : That 


the heavens being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat ; the earth 
and all that is therein ſhall be burnt up. Then 
they who have done good ſhall come forth to 
the reſurrection of life ; and they who have done 
evil to the reſurrection of damnation. . O, how 
ſolemn will be this concluding ſcene ! The laſt. 
trump will awake the ſleeping millions. —Fhe 
ſea give up the dead that arc in it :—death and 
hell give up the dead that are in them—and all 
crowd around that throne on which the Judge is 
ſcated, from whoſe ſentence there will be no ap= 
peal !—Amazement all ! 


[ 


- nd 


| 


Tas different characters of men are marked— 
all carry their deſtination in - their countenan- 
ces.—The righteous fly to meet their glorious 
Judge, their Savior and their Friend, and bid 
him welcome ten thouſand times. —Their hearts 


beat high with joy and praiſe—Each eye beams 


peace, and all the innumerable multitude of re. + >: 
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deemed finners fing, * Lo this is our God, we 
have waited for him ; we will rejoice and be glad 
in his ſalvation.” — Theſe he ſhall place on his 
right hand. | 


Bur the ungodly approach with horror and 
deſpair : for their. conſciences at this fatal mo- 
ment more than ever, anticipate their doom ; 
hence they © ſay to the mountains and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him that fit-. 
teth. upon. the throne, and. from the wrath of the 
Lamb :. for the. great day of his wrath is come ; 
and who ſhall be able to ſtand ?” [ Rev. vi. 16,17. Þ 
—— "Theſe the Judge ſhall place on his left hand. — 
The. critical: and deciftive moment. is arrived —. 
all nations are before him: they are ſeparated, 
the one from. the other as a ſhepherd divideth 
the ſheep fron the goats.— To them on his right 
hand. he. will, ſay, « Come, . ye, bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for You 
from the foundation of the world: For I was. 
an-hungred; and ye gaye me meat : I was thirſty, 
and ye gave mc drink : I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took- me in : Naked, and ye clothed me : I was 
ſick, and ye viſited me: 1 was in priſon, and ye 
CAME unto Mc, —— Then ſhall he fay alſo. 

unto 


unto them-on his left hand, « Depart from me, = 
ye curſed, into-everlaſting /fire, prepared-for the ' z- | 
Devil and his angels: far I was an hungred, and E 
ye gave me ng meat : I was thirſty, and ye gaye +; 
me no drink : F-was a ſtranger, and ye took-me * 
not m : -naked, and ye clothed me not: fick, a 
and in priſon, and ye viſtted me Nt Eg 
theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment : .; 
but the righteous into life eternal,” [Matt xxv. 
31—end. ]}-—Thus the ſolemn ſeene is cloſed — 
*« They, that wer&-ready went in. with him ta - 
ihe marriage, and.the door was ie fouge | 
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« ETERNITY, the various ſentence paſt, y 
Afﬀigns the ſever'd throng diſtin&t abodes, =: 
s,. or. ambrotial ; What enſues 2 — 
The deed predominant ! the deed of deeds! 
Which makes a hell of hell, a heav'n of heav'n, . 
The Goddefs, with determin'd aſpect turns 
Her adamantine key's enormous ſize © 
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Through deſtiny' s incxtricable wards, = 
Deep-driving ev*ry bolt, on both JIN fates, 7 = 
Then, from the chryſtal battlements of heav'n, :; 
Down, down,ſhehurls it thro* the dark profound . L 
Ten thouſand thouſand fathom ; there to ruſt, F: 
And ne'er unlock her reſolution more,** & 
: . 
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YT Dr, Younc's Night Thoughts, p. 22, 221. 
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TIE.-I pass to ſhew, That God hath put the 
'moſt diſtinguiſhed honor on theſe doctrines, by 
making them the means of ſaving them whe | 


believe. 


aids Sts als 01 A. 


Taty, were not only. remarkably ſucceſsful 
during the firſt age of the church, when thou- 
ſands were converted to the chriſijan faith, [See 
Ads it,” 41.—ly. 4, &c.] but haye been ſo at 
different periods fince down to the preſent day. 


« Brrorsz the deſtruction o Jeruſalem the 
goſpel was ndt only preached | in the leſs Afia,and 
Greece and Iraly,the great theatres of action then 
in, the world ; but was likewiſe propagated as 
far northward as. Scythia, as far ifouthward as 

_ Ethiopia, as far caſtward as Parthia and India, | 
as far weſtward as Spain and Britain.” * 


\Dvnrixs the three firſt centuries, the: goſpel 
was preached with great ſucceſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the violence of perſecution. The more the 
chriſtians were opprefied the more they grew ; 
hence it became a maxim, That « the blood of 


the martyrs is the ſeed of the church,” 


Fro M 


* Bp. Nzwronx on the Prophecies, Vol, I: p. 237. 


c $84] 


FroM the time of the death of Conſtanting' eill 
the reformation from popery, the church paſſed 
through various dark and trying. ſcenes. Some- 


times ſhe * appeared to he- near deſtruction. 


« This 1s the darkeſt and moſt diſmal day that 


ever the church ſaw, and probably the darkeſt it | 


ever will ſce.?* Yet through all that periodGod 
raiſed up ſome faithful witneſſes for his caulc : 
among whom, by general conſent of eccleſiaſtical 
writers, we are to place the Waldenies,* who 
are ſaid by ſome authors, to have preſerved and 
handed down the apoſtolic doctrines pure, from 
primitive times to the days of Luther. 


Rernervs their violent enemy tells us, © That 


of all ſets that ever were, none were {o pernt- 
cious to the church of Rome as the Leoniſts or 
Waldenſes ; and that for theſe reaſons : I. For 
their antiquity and long continuance, even from 
the time of pope Sylveſter, who was made Pope 

in 


? 


» For a full account of theſe pious people, ſce Mo- 
$181m's Eccleſ, Hiſtory, 


+ The eonfeflion of rhcir faith ſhews their attachment 
to the apoſtolic doctrines, 
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ia che year 316; or, as-others have afhrined, 
from the: time-of the apoſtles. 2. For the uni- 
| -verſality of 'that ſect,” becauſe there -was ſcarce 
any country where they-were not. 3. When all 
other. heretics, by reafon "of ther blaſphemy 
againſt God, were abhorred, the Waldenſcs had 
a great appearance of piety, becauſe they lived 
juſtly before men, 'believed- all things wel 'o of 
God, :arid had "the articles of the creed,” only 
they 'blaſphemed- the church ns clergy of 
Rome. ” 4} 


Arma this long .night of , error. and perſecu- 
tion, during which period, the witneſſes were few, 
and were obliged to prophecy .in. ſackcloth, the 
reformation took place. Wickcliff appeared in 
Engl hoſe diſciples became NUMCrOUS— 
Luther and Melancthon in Germany—John 
Huſs 3 | Jerome in Bohemia—Zuinglius and 
others in witzerland. It would be almoſt end- 
leſs to. mention the names of the worthy men 
| in different parts of the world, whom God raiſ- 
ed up to befriend the truths of the goſpel : many 
of whom ſcaled them with their blood. 


Ir 


* GitLs ſucceſs of the goſpel, Vol. 1, p. 39, 


[69] 
Ir we conſult the hiſtory of-the;church ſince 


the reformation, we ſhall find - that God hath ſer- 


his ſeal to the apoſtolic  doctrines- in. different 
parts of the world, by making them the means- 
of great reformations among mankind. InEng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, -America, &c. 
there have been remarkable; revivals of religion $ 
at which times crowds of ſinners: have been turn- 


ed from darkneſs to light. Whole towns and- 
villages have become ſerious. and reformed—— 


places of public worſhip, at ſuch ſeaſons, were 
crowded with anxious enquirers ; and converts 


have come like the clouds and the doves to their 


windows, * 


Ir is readily granted, That the greatend of the 
preaching of the goſpel,is to make mankind wiſer 
and better. When therefore the wicked are re- 
formed, churches-filled with members who adorn 
their profeſſion; and- the youth eſpecially are 
made. willing to. become the. followers of the 


Lamb of God, at. a- period ..of life, , when. they *_ 
are moſt capable, of enjoying.the pleaſures. of. 


ſenſe, we aaay ſafely call. this. be xvork of Gods 


And 


* Chriſtian Hiſtory, 
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And bleſſed be his name, ſuch have been the 
effects of the faithful miniſtry among all deno.. 
minations of chriſtians, who have maintained the 
apoſtolic do&trines. You muſt be ſenſible, my 
brethren, if you have been obſervant, that thoſe 
men have been the moſt ſucceſsful, who have 
been moſt engaged in preaching the humbling 
doctrines of the croſs. God hath put diſtinguiſh- 
ed honor on them, by . giving them many ſcals 
to their miniſtry, as their joy and crown. 


Wutence we infer, 

I. Taar the miniſters of the goſpel have the 
greateſt encouragement, . to preach the ſame 
doctrines in every age of the world. 


Trosz perſons are quite miſtaken who think, 
that the goſpel can be rendered agreable to na- 
tural men as ſuch : they may be changed in- 
to the ſpirit of it by the power of God, but 
the goſpel remains the ſame. Or the preachers 
of it may leave out, or explain away its moſt 
_ exceptionable parts, and thereby obtain the cha- 
racter of ration! and moderate men : but let it be 
remembered in that caſe, it is no longer Paul's 
goſpel, or chriſtianity as taught by Chriſt and 

his 


| (ITS. 
[169 7] = 
g .* 


hs apoſtles they preach ; rather ſomething quits 
different from it ; by which they may amnſe 7 = 
mankind, but they have no juſt reaſon to believe # : 
it will be the means of their converſion. i 


PLES 2! 


timents and manner of the apoſtles, 1 numbly'Þ 
Conceive, the greater reaſon 'we have to expect ;; -n: 
ſucceſs. The ſentiments have been conſidered ; ot 
' = 
the manner I beg leave to ſay—They preached=** 


Flainly, that all who heard them might underſtand. > : 


* _ 


them ; and faithfully, that God, their own con=#: 
tciences, or the People might not reproach them..': Jil 
They did- not ſhun to declare the whole counſel. 
of God ; nor uſe ambiguous expreſſions, to pre 

vent its being known- what their real ſentiments = 
were ; but took a ſide like faithful men ; norJ 
feared any conſequences, while engaged in, what'*; w: . 


they believed to be, the cauſe of God and criith, |: 3+) 


Every man has an undoubeed right to think by 
for himſelf, and to publiſh his principles to the: - 
world : and in this enlightened and liberal age 5: By 
he has nothing. to fear as to his perſon. And 3. 
though his ſentiments may be oppoſed, his fide? 
lity will entitle him to reſpect from mankind 32 F2 
who continue to revere an honeſt man, th 
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Tur apoſtles * were alſo diligent in the wotk of 
the Lord : were inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon. 
* I have taught you publicly, lays Paul, and from 
houſe to houſe.” Their hearts glowed with love | 
to God, and to the ſouls of men ; hence they were | 
willing to ſpend and to be ſpent in the ſacred 
{ervice. In public and private hfe they were 
examples to the flock. 


Fury preached with a pathos that arofe out of 
the infinite importance of the ſubjects of their 
miniſtry ; which had a natural tendency to fix 
the attention of their hearers, and to convince 
them that they were in earneſt. — They felt their 
tubjects, and they made "others feel. Felix, a 
Roman governor, trembled before Paul his pri- 
toner, while he reaſoned of rightcouſneſs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come.—King Agrippa 
was forced to acknowledge, that Paul had almoſt 
perſuaded him to be a chriſtian. 


2. WHaT has becn ſaid, ſuggeſts to them who 
have been long in the miniſtry, and have had but 
little ſucceſs, the ſerious enquiry, Whether they 
| have plainly and faithfully preached the apoſtolic 

| doctrines 2 
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doctrines ? Or, whether they have not been” 
aſhamed of. the goſpel of Chriſt ?—If the latter: 2 
has been the caſe, no wander they have dragged: Y 
on heavily in the work ; and with very few, fk 
any, ſcals to their miniſtry : for God will re -» 

prove ſuch unfaithfulneſs in his ſervice. 
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TruE indeed, it ſometimes happens, that es? 
faithful miniſters of the goſpel are for a ſeaſon? 13 
unſucceſsful ; yet they ought not to be diſcou-! = 
raged, for in due time they ſhall reap if they: 
faint not. They who go forth weeping bearing **; 
precious feed, ſhall finally return rejoicing, bring-' - 
ing their ſheaves with them. —But ſuppoſe they :: 54 
ſhould not ſee the fruit of their labors in this! Us 
life, they will have the teſtimony of conſcience, 1s 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with: _ 
fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, ther 5 
have had their converſation in the world. —Let 
them who ſow, ſaw in hope :—The word ſhall 7 


not return void, but it ſhall accompliſh that 7 0 
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which God pleafeth, and proſper in the ung 2 
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3- SaovuLD theſe diſcourſes fall into the hands 
of any young. men, who wiſh to engage in the 
| - Work 
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work of the miniſtry they will excuſe me 1f I ſay, 
They ought firſt to aſk themſelves, Whether 


: they have ever felt the transforming power of 


the goſpel on their hearts. Miniſters of Chriſt 
ought certainly to. know the truth by a happy ex- 
perience, or they will be blind leaders of the 
blind.” «A preacher's firſt and ſupreme quality, 
that which muſt zive life and vigour to his com- 
poſitions, and juſt ſcope to all his talents, lies in 
his being a good 'man, I mean a lover ot God, 
and a friend -of men. A preacher who has not 
felt the power, and imbibed the ſpirit of chriſti. 
anity, is the molt unfit perſon in the world, t 
teach and recommend it to. others,” * 


IN ſich a condition he will find it a very 
hard ſervice; to be always engaged in praying, 
ſtudying, preaching, ' anſwering caſes of con- 


ſcience, vititing the ſick and*dying, &Cc. becauſe, 
whatever he may be in appearance, his heart 1s$ 
unfriendly * to 'the work. * If on the other hand, 


he has felt the goſpel coming with power, the 


Ho!y Gagtt, and much alſurance, he will love it, 
. becauſe 


® Foxdyce's Art of preaching, p. 100» 


7 a - ata =_ — ILL | Hd 
LEW RN nn © 44's 
Ra. 


- + 
's - 
YI L 
Jas 
-»z- = 


=; 
Mt vs m1; 
Fs, 


— 


£; 


A a Ex : we dd aku; qo Os ww h can Wu 7 4G 
_ Jy,» As... 3d $9 -». 4 — Ld - : o 
_ —_MKISIIAK L Lf i #2 fo - - - ua 


VR TFEOS > we Cr nh 
, 24-22 


LP ELTSS Re Es Fe Bede > ee rt 


LEES. 
IND 


hk. 


{2 WS 
becauſe 1t tends to advance the glory of God, 
and the/falvation of finncrs. Having been made 
happy by the! goſpel himſelf, he longs that othess - 
ſhould taſte and 'ſee that the Lord is gracious, # 
With ſuch a\ temper it becomes his meat and 
drink, to be daily engaged in the various parts ' 
of miniſterial duty.—He puts an no forbid. * 
ding airs,—is, eaſy of acccts ; and by his bene. :\5 
volence, affability and picty, invites the diſtreſs... '* 
cd of every deſcription, to enter into the freeft a 
converſation with him : and enjoys a moſt ſen bh 
ible pleaſure, when he is the means of leflening 4 
the diſtreſſes of mankind, whether of ſoul ar +. 
body. ** þ. | 
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4- In fine | We infer, That while the mini- * 
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ſters of the goſpel are obliged co maintain all © : i: 


* 


the parts of the ſacred ſyſtem, ſo far as they un.'' >; 
derſtand them, they ought to inſiſt moſt of all 


ſcience—diredct the anxious ſinner to'Chriſt—and 
edify and build up believers in their moſt holy -* 
faith ; i. c, To enlighten an&reform the world. 2? 
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Taz poſitive inſtitutions of religion are /e- 
condary objects ; and though good in their place, 
ought by no means to be fet -in competition 
with the fundamental doctrines of the goſpel, 
and the various.chriftian tempers. 


A-rriovs-man of a hberal mind 4s anxiqus 
-moſt of all that ſinners ſhould be converted to 
Jeſus Chriſt. This end accomplithed he feels 
happy ag is "rs that every man ſhould be 


"il Nc = —If the Redeemet's "Yogln is ad- 
in'th Gove roo let who will be 


Ao 4t z-or; let it be among what 
$ 1t may, 


: my brethren, that 
YE ag united in the moſt cle 
thi Ft goſpel, ſhould contend 1o 
wy 2 * 26%: Gi rites and ceremonies. 
it t Is to create animoſities, ſepa- 
ions, "and is "very injurious to the- gene- 


It looks as if we were 


more 


75 8] 


more engaged to convert ſinners to -our party, 3 jz 
than to Jen? Chriſt, Let us walk together as 242: 
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us agree to differ ; and by no means fall out by £7 
the way.—We are embarked in a common and :£: 
glorious cauſe ; let us then contend earneſtly for ; 
the faith once delivered to the ns, & fl 
abounds, the love of many waxeth cold, and 7 
falſe doctrines of extraordinary ng, 7h : 
yall. Let 11S then &; 
wherewith Chr 1 
\ 7 | 
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« Now unto Him 
waſhed us from our fin 
made us kings and p 
Father : to him be 
ever and ever. AMEN.; 
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The whole marginal note in 
ſhould have been marked f6 


Page 7. line 7, from 
read unnatural, 


* * F. o » Ls 
S w49 .' d AO >» was Wa bye _ Bs. / ” 7 
_ EEE. Fo 48 WIS Coke Fg —_ 1 - "1 Ah +a». 
_ > Ul . hc = y ; #1 4 #24 % <4 m9 2} » \ Ay 4 4 4 < . 
p, Y > --* - "Is tl . + = WF. . i » ly yy , 5 k eds 
FLIES bo 4 - 9 4 - oh £ 3 POD. E as s — "= £4 Ws. % i, TIES Y 
7 =4 £ > EF ya + e CE; Pp & E hy "on b **%6 6" 1d » &* > " p] 
Oe : +... : Kam re 9 WI AN 2. © F s 
= x4 3 >. $ TELL "0 FR bs 
p = 
= 7 
- = . Q 


GS 
ff, 477 
”- 4 l 


> 
l 
= 
* 

wy 


. —_ —_— L, 
- 
V4 CEE 
f CES 
. 


